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FOREWORD

The purpose of thismanual isto present guidance for JROTC instructors,
cadets, drill meet judgesand other interested partiesin inter preting differencesin
military drill astaught in the four service organizations.

Military drill istaught in all service JROTCsfor the same basic purposes:

a. Toaidindisciplinary training by ingtilling habits of precison and automatic
responseto orders.

b. Toincreasethe confidence of leadersthrough the exer cise of command.

c. Tobuild morale by developing team spirit and unit pride.

Military drill astaught in the four service JROTCsisbascally thesame. Tothe
untrained eye the various differencesin the execution of movementsand the
delivery of commandswould be virtually undetectable. To each individual
JROTC however, it ishighly important that each maneuver, each movement and
each command is executed exactly as prescribed in the various service drill
manuals. Thisattention to detail isprecisdly what is expected of each cadet in
training.

AsJROTC Unitsthroughout the country interact together in drill meets,
parades, community and service activities, the differencesin their methods of
military drill become more evident. Area, regional and national drill meetsthat
include all four service JROTCs are becoming commonplace. With thisin mind,
thisreferenceis published to index the differencesin the variousdrill manualsfor
use by judges and instructorsin preparing to evaluate or observe JROTC units
when engaging in drill or military activity in conjunction with other service units.

Thisreference covers only the commonplace military drill astaught in the
variousJROTC unitsand does not attempt to addressall of the traditional
military procedures contained in the four servicesdrill manuals. For example;
wher e and when to salute seniors, when covered and uncovered, would not be
included in thismanual, wher eas, the differencesin how to execute the command
to stand at ease would be addr essed.

Thedrill referencefor Army unitsis FM22-5, Drill and Ceremonies, for the
Navy and Marine Corps, The Marine Corps Drill and Ceremonies Manual,
NAVM C 2691 and the Navy JROTC Units utilize the Cadet Field Manual,
NAVEDTRA 37116-d, which contains extracts from theMarine Corps Drill and




Ceremonies Manual. The Air ForcereferenceisAFEM 36-2203, Per sonnel Drill
and Ceremonies.

For easein distinguishing a preparatory command from a command of
execution, the commands of execution are printed in BOLD CAP lettersand
preparatory commandsare printed in Bold Italic letters. Referenceto positions
and movements ar e capitalized.

Chapter 1

INDIVIDUAL DRILL

This section contains differencesin stationary movementsin the various manuals.
If the movement or position isnot mentioned, it may be assumed that they arethe
sameor the description of the position is basically the samein all manuals.

PART | —STATIONARY MOVEMENTS

PARADE REST

Thiscommand is executed with the sasme command; Parade REST, in one count,
in all services. Thefollowing differences apply:

Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force— On the command of execution, theleft foot is
moved smartly to theleft 12 inches.

Army - On the command of execution, theleft foot is moved smartly to theleft 10
inches.

Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force— The only authorized command from this
postion isthat of; ATTENTION.

Army— Stand at, EASE, AT EASE, and REST may be executed from this position.

AT EASE

This command is executed in one count and the same command; AT EASE, in all
four services. Theonly differences arein commands allowed from this position.

Navy, Marine Corps and Air_Force — The only command that can be given from
thisposition isSATTENTION.




Army — The command REST may be given from this position.

STAND AT EASE

Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force— Thiscommand is not authorized.

Army - On the command of execution, Stand at, EASE, Parade REST is executed
and the head and eyes areturned directly toward the person in charge. AT EASE
or REST may be executed from this position.

HAND SALUTE

The movement of an unarmed hand saluteisrendered the samein all services.
The differences arein the commands given and when cadets are covered or not
covered.

Navy, Marine Corps, and Air_Force — The commandsfor executing and
recovering are: Hand, SALUTE and Ready TWO. The Commands Present,
ARMS, and Order, ARMS, may beused. Cadetsdo not salute when uncovered.
In the Air Force, thiscommand isused for training purposesonly.

Army — Thecommand Hand, SALUTE, and Ready, TWO are not used. The
command isPresent, ARMS. Torecover, thecommand isOrder ARM S. Cadets
may salute uncover ed when appropriate. The uncovered saluteisrendered asin
other hand salutesand by placing the hand so that thetip of theright forefinger
touchesthe forehead near and dightly to theright of theright eyebrow.

PART Il —=STEPSAND MARCHING

DOUBLE TIME

The Movementsfor DOUBLE TIME arethesamein all services, at a cadence of
180 steps per minute. The differencein execution isin the length of the step.

Navy and Marine Corps— The movement is executed with 36-inch steps.

Army and Air Force— The movement is executed with 30-inch steps.

FORWARD MARCH

The execution of Forward, MARCH isthesamein all services. Thereisadifference
in the manner of swinging the arms and the length of the step.



Navy , Marine Corps, and Air Force— Thearmsswingin their natural arcs, six
inches gtraight forward and threeinchestotherear.

Army - Thearmsswing in a natural motion, approximately 9 inches straight to the
front and six inches straight to therear of the trouser seams.

Navy, Marine Corpsand Army Unitsmarch at a 30-inch step. The Air Force
specifies a 24-inch step (measured from hedl to hedl).

MARCHING IN PLACE

Marchingin placeor Mark Time, MARCH, is executed the samein all services
with the exception of the distance to raise the foot off the marching surface.

Navy , Marine Corps, and Air Force — Raise and lower the feet approximately 4
inches above the deck.

Army - Raise each foot (alternately) 2 inches off the mar ching surface,

SIDE STEP (LEFT OR RIGHT STEP)

The command and execution for the movements, Right (left) step, MARCH, are
thesamein all services. Differences between the servicesarein the length of the

step.

Navy, Marine Corps and Air_Force- At the command MARCH, move theright
(left) foot 12 inchesto theright (left), then place theleft (right) foot beside theright
(left) foot.

Army - On the command of execution MARCH, placetheright (left) foot 15 inches
totheright (left) and then move the left (right) foot along side theright (left) foot as
in the position of attention.

PART Il —INDIVIDUAL DRILL WITH WEAPONS —Weapons used by Army,
and Navy Junior Unitsarelimited totheMark 5 (Springfield) and the Mark 6,

(M -1) Demilitarized rifles. Marine CorpsJunior Unitsareissued the M -14 rifle.
Detailed positions of the hands and fingers on therifle while performing the
manual of armsarenot discussed. FM -22-5 illustrates the Manual of Armsusing
the M -16, and M14rifles, which are not issued to JROTC Units. The differences
addressed arelimited to the major movements of therifle, such as, order, port,
right and left shoulder, present and inspection ARMS. Drill with weaponsisnot
addressed in the Air Force Manual (AFMAN 36-2203).



PRESENT ARMS

This position isthe samefor all services. The Command for execution of the
movement isthe same, that being, Present, ARMS. Thedifferencesarein the
counts to execute the movement and the movements allowed from the position.

Navy and Marine Corps— The movement can only be executed from Order ARM S
or Port ARM S and is executed in two counts as shown in figure 1 and 2 below.
The only movement allowed from this position isareturn to Order ARMS.

FIGURE 1

In the Navy and Marine Cor psthe movement from Order ARM S to Present
ARMSisin two counts. (1) Therifleisraised to a position 4 inchesin front of the
center of the body, ding away from the body, barrel straight up. At the sametime
the balance point is grasped with the left hand, thumb on the lower hand guard.
Fingersarejoined, and the dingincluded in thegrip. The stacking swivel islevel
with theeyes. (2) The small of the stock is grasped with theright hand, fingers
extended and joined. Elbows against the sdes. The Navy and Marine Corps
movement doesNOT_assumePort ARM S en routeto Present ARMS.



Army - Movementsto Present arms may be made from any position, but assumes
Port ARM S en routeto Present ARMS. Figure 2 below illustrates the movement
from Order to Present ARM S

Sart Count 1 Count 2 Count 3

FIGURE 2

INSPECTION ARMS

The movement to I nspection ARM Svaries by service and by the modd rifle being
used. Asageneral rule, all JROTC unitsuse demilitarized rifles on which the bolts
or operating handlesdo not open. For thisreason the movement is made without
operating the bolt or handle. The movement ismadein four countsfrom Order
ARMS. Counts1and 2, Cometo Port ARMS. Count 3, drop the head and look at
the cartridge chamber of therifle. Count 4, raisethe head smartly to the position of
attention.

Chapter 2
SQUAD AND PLATOON DRILL

This section contains differencesin drill movements performed by cadets while
performing as squad and platoon members. All individual movements described
in chapter 1 are executed while performing asa squad or platoon member.

OPEN RANKSAND CLOSING RANKS




The movements of squads and individuals when opening and closing ranksare
identical in all servicesin regard to the stepstaken forward or backward by the
various squad members. Thedifferencesin thismovement arein taking interval
after the squads open rankswith the prescribed number of stepsforward or
backward.

Navy, Marine Corpsand Air Force- Aseach successive squad takesthe
prescribed number of stepsforward or backward and halts, the individuals
execute dressright at normal interval. The platoon commander verifiesasfor
dressright. After verifying the alignment of the rear rank, he facesto theright as
in marching, movesthree paces beyond the front rank, facesto theleft and
commands Ready, FRONT; COVER.

Army - The movements ar e executed the same as the Navy and Marine Cor ps, but
after executing the prescribed steps, the individualsdo NOT raisetheir arms. If
the platoon leader wants exact interval or alignment, he commands, At close
interval (At doubleinterval) Dress Right, DRESS.

MARCHING MOVEMENTSAND COMMANDS

Changing direction of columns, flanking movements, and mar ching to therear
are all accomplished the samein all services. There aredifferencesin the actual
commands given to execute the movements.

MARCHING TO THE REAR

Navy, Marine Corpsand Air_Force - The command to march in the opposite
direction isgiven as, To The Rear, MARCH.

Army - The command is given as, Rear, MARCH.

FLANKING MOVEMENTS

Navy and Marine Corps— The command to march to theright (Ieft) flank is, By The
Right (left) Flank, MARCH.

Army and Air Force — The command to march to theright (left) flank is, Right (left)
Flank, MARCH.




COUNTING OFF

The command is executed the samein all services. Thereisadifferencein giving
the command when in column.

Navy and Marine Corps—When in line, the command isCount, OFF. When in
column, the command is, From Front To Rear, count OFF.

Army and Air Force—When in lineor in column, the command is, Count, OFF.

COUNTER COLUMN

Counter column isa movement used when spaceislimited and the platoon leader
wishesto march the cadetsin the opposite direction (rever se) with squad leaders at
the head of their squads. This movement is performed by Army and Air Force

units, but isnot alegal movement by Navy and Marine Corpsunits. The command
to perform thismovement is, Counter Column, MARCH. The movement is executed
asshown in figure 3.
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NOTE: ADD OME £TEF WHEN EXECUTING THIS MOVEMENT WHILE MARCHING.

Figure3

Execution of the COUNTER COLUMN by Army and Air Force JROTC units.
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Chapter 3

MANUAL OF THE GUIDON

The Guidon isnormally a company, troop or unit identification flag. In JROTC
unitsit isoften carried by the guide in platoon formations or when performingin
drill competitions. The Navy and Marine Cor ps consider the guidon bearer to be
armed and the individual does not carry aweapon. Inthe Army the Guidon bearer
may also be armed with arifleat ding arms. Air Force Guidons are unarmed.

PARADE REST

The movement is executed in the same manner in all services except for the
beginning of the movement on the preparatory command.

Navy, Marine Corpsand Air Force— The command for the movement isParade,
REST, and is executed in one count on the command of execution. Asgated in part
1, thefeet are placed 12 inches apart.

Army - The command isParade, REST, on the preparatory command Parade, the
right hand ismoved up the staff until theright arm ishorizontal. On the command
of execution, REST, theremainder of the movement iscompleted. Figure4, below
shows the position assumed on the preparatory command (1) and then on the
command of execution (2). Asstated in part 1, thefeet are 10 inches apart.

Figure4

Note: Navy, Marine Corpsand Air Force unitsdo not carry rifleswhen bearing the
Guidon.
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CARRY GUIDON

The postionsof Carry Guidon and Order Guidon arethe samein all services.
The execution of the movement from Order to Carry Guidon isdifferent.

Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force - Executed on a preparatory command, such as
Forward, which requires moving to a new position. On the preparatory command,
place the left hand on the staff 2 inches abovetheright. Loosen thegrip of theright
hand. Pull the staff up with theleft hand until the ferrule is 6 inches above the deck.
Hold the staff straight with theright hand. Movetheleft hand back smartly to the

side.

Army- Executed on a preparatory command, such asForward. On the preparatory
command grasp the saff with theright hand and raiseit 6 inches off the marching
surface. At the sametime, reach acrossthe body, (forearm horizontal) and grasp
the staff with the left hand. Hold the staff in position while diding theright hand
down 6 inches, regrasping the staff. On the command of execution, return the left
hand smartly tothesde.
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Figure 5 showsthe Army method of moving from Order Guidon to Carry Guidon.
The Navy method issmilar but differsdightly.

PRESENT GUIDON

Figure 6

Figure 6 showsthe position of Present Guidon. Thisposition isthesamein all
services. Therearedifferencesin the movementsfrom Order Guidon to Present
Guidon and from Carry Guidon to Present Guidon.

Navy and Marine Corps — On the command Present ARMSor EyesRIGHT, the
Guidon islowered in one count until the staff isin the position shown in figure 6.
Theright hand is 6 incheslower on the staff at Carry than at Order, thereforethe
ferrulewill extend farther to therear when at Present Guidon from Order than it

will from Present Guidon from Carry.
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Figure7
Army and Air_Force— On the preparatory command for Present ARMSor Eyes

RIGHT, Raised Guidon is executed from Order or Carry Guidon before coming to
Present Guidon. Thisisdoneasshown in figure7, (1) and (2) above. Theguidon is
raised vertically by grasping the staff with theright hand while smultaneously
moving the left hand acr oss the body to guide the guidon. The guidon israised until
theright hand ison line with theright shoulder. Theright elbow isheld into the
sde. Theguidon isheld in thisposition until the command of execution is given.
On the command of execution, the guidon islowered to the front using theright
hand, keeping the left hand in the same position as Raised Guidon until the guidon
isin the horizontal position resting under the armpit. Assoon asthe staff is
horizontal, return the left hand sharply to the left side. (Figure 6).

READY GUIDON

Thiscommand is used by the Navy and Marine Corpsto signal the execution of
commands wher e hearing verbal commandsisdifficult. An examplewould be when
in avery largeformation or when following closely behind a band. This command
isnot used in the Army or Air Force.
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Figure8

Navy and Marine Corps — On the preparatory command, such asForward, the
guidon israised vertically over the head until theright hand isin line with theright
shoulder, and theright elbow touching the side. Simultaneoudy movetheleft hand
acrossthe body and grasp the staff at a point directly in front of the right hip, left
forearm against the body. The guidon isheld in this postion, ( figure 8), until the
command of execution isgiven, such asMARCH, then lowered to the carry, theleft
hand isreturned smartly to the side.

Army and Air Force — This command is not used.
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Chapter 4

COLOR GUARD

Differencesin the movements of the color guard in the various services will be
limited to the manual of the Color Guard and therequired marching movements
and commands. Movements discussed will be for a four-person color guard with the
National Colorsand a unit or organizational flag and two color guards (rifle bearers
in the Navy, Marine Corpsand Army, rifleor revolver bearersin the Air Force).
Thefour-person Color Guard isthe standard organization that usually performsin
JROTC drill competitions. Proceduresfor Casing and Uncasing the Colors as
performed in Army Drill Competitions are outlined aswell.

ORDER AND CARRY COLOR-ALL MEMBERS

The position of Order Color isthe samein all four services. The movement to
and the position of Carry Color aredifferent.

Navy and Marine Corps - The postion isthe same asthe Army with the exception
of theleft rifle bearer, this cadet executes Left Shoulder ARM S when moving to
Carry Color. Therifleremainsin thispostion for all marching movements while at
the Carry.

Army - Theleft rifle bearer executesRight Shoulder ARM Swhen moving to Carry
COLOR. Therifleremainsin this postion for all marching movementswhile at
theCarry.

Air Force—The Color Guards may be armed with riflesor revolvers, the AFMAN
36-2203 does not addr essthe movement of rifle bearersin the Color Guard.

CARRY COLOR - COLOR BEARERS

At Carry COLOR, the Services differ in the placement of the left hand and arm.

Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force- Theleft hand isreturned to the side after
grasping the staff to steady it while seating the ferrulein the socket of the ding.

Army - Theleft hand is positioned on the socket to securetheferrule. Seefigure9,
below.

16



Figure9

Figure 9 showsthe placement of the left hand at Carry COLOR as performed by
Army JROTC units. Navy, Marine Corpsand Air Force unitsrequirethat the left
hand be at the side.

PRESENT COLORS—-ORGANIZATIONAL COLOR BEARERS

The position of Present Colorsisthe samein all services with the exception of the
left hand, which isat the same position asin Carry Color as described on page 16.
(Navy, Marine Corpsand Air Force at the side), (Army, positioned on the socket of
theding). Movementsfrom Order and Carry COLOR to Present COLOR are
different in that theleft rifle bear ersare on the opposite shoulder, (left) for the Navy
and Marine Corpsand (right) for the Army. IntheAir Force, the Color Guards
render the Hand Salute if armed with revolvers. Movement of Air force Rifle
Bearersisnot addressed in AFM AN 36-2203.

MARCHING MOVEMENTSOF THE COLOR GUARD

Color Guardsfrom all services march at the sameinterval and execute turns
(facings) essentially thesame. There aredifferencesin the execution and the
commandsin marching to therear and in the commands to execute turns.

17



FACING MOVEMENTS OF THE COLOR GUARD

Facing movements by the Color Guard are executed in the same manner in all
services. The commands are different as stated below:

Navy and Marine Cor ps- the command to execute facing movements by the Color
Guard isRight (left) turn, MARCH.

Army - the command to execute facing movements by the Color Guard isRight (left)
wheel, MARCH.

Air Force -theColor Guard isgiven the command to HALT. The command to
turn in the new direction isRight (Ieft) ABOUT.

MOVEMENT OF THE COLOR GUARD TO THE REAR

Tofacea Color Guard totherear, all services execute a movement that results
in the color bearersand therifle bearers marching in the opposite direction while
maintaining their same positionsto theright or left. The commandsto execute the
maneuver are different.

Navy and Marine Corps — The command to facethe Color Guard totherear is,
Countermarch, MARCH.

Army - The command to face the Color Guard totherear is, Colors Reverse,
MARCH.

The execution of the movement is significantly different in each of the services.
The Navy and Marine Cor ps movementsrequirethe bearerstoturn in arcsasthey
reverse, whilethe Army and Air Force movements are more“ squared” asshown in
thefollowing figures. Both figures show only the movementsfor the four-person
Color Guard.

Air_Force — Air Force Color Guardsdo not execute movementsto therear or
column movements. When the unit to which they are attached executesfacing
movements, the Color Guard halts and executesaright or left about by pivoting on
the guard on theleft or right until facing in the new direction of march.

18
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Figure 10— Navy and Marine Corps“Countermarch.” At the command of
execution, the entire Color Guard picks up the half-step. The National Color

Bearer makes a small arc to hisleft, moving into the position previousy occupied by
the Organizational Color Bearer, facing in the new direction of march.

The Organizational Color Bearer makesan arcto hisright, and outside the National
Color Bearer, moving into the position previoudy occupied by the National Color
Bearer, facing in the new direction of march.

The Right Rifle Bearer takestwo half-steps forward, then movesin an arc to his left
outsdethe Color Organization Bearer, moving into the position previously occupied
by the L eft Rifle Bearer, facing in the new direction of march.

The Left Rifle Bearer takesthree half-steps forward, then movesin an arc to his
right outside the Right Rifle Bearer, moving into the position previously occupied by
the Right Rifle Bearer, facing in the new direction of mar ch.

Upon completion of each individual’s movement, all members mark time until the
Color Guard ishalted or until it receivesthe next command.
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Figure 11

Figure 11— Army “Colors Reverse.” At the command of execution each person
smultaneoudy executesthe following movements:

Number 1 takestwo stepsforward, facesto theleft in marching, takes one full step
and three half steps, facesto theleft in marching, and takestwo stepsin the new
direction.

Number 2 facesto theleft in marching and facesto the left while marking time.

Number 3 takesone step forward, facesto theright in marching, takes two half
steps, facesto theright in marching, and takes one step in the new direction.

Number 4 takes one step forward, facesto theright in marching, takes onefull step
and three half steps, facesto theright in marching, and takes one step forward in
the new direction.

Numbers 2, 3, and 4 mark time after completing their movements until all men are
abreast, then step off together or halt, asthe situation dictates.
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CASING AND UNCASING THE COLORS

Army sponsored drill meets often call for the Color Guard to case and uncase the
Colorsaspart of the graded competition. The following proceduresare outlined in
FM 22-5, Chapter 9-47.

The Color Guard isformed in line formation with the cased Colorsat the carry
position (order position when indoors). The command sergeant major (or hisdirect
representative) positions himself/her self six stepsin front of and centered on the
formation. He/shethen commandsSling ARMS. The Color guardsimmediately
adjust their dingsand assumesling ARMS. The command sergeant major
commands POST. The Color guardsfaceto the half left (right) in marching, take
four steps, halt, and execute about face. The command sergeant major then directs
UNCASE THE COLORS. The Color bearerslower the Colors (same as present
guidon). Thetwo guards move forward and untie and uncase the Colors. The
Color bearersunfurl and immediately return the Colors tothecarry (order)
position. Whilethe Colorsare being unfurled, the guardsfold the cases and secure
them in their left hand. When the Colorsarein the carry postion, the command
sergeant major commandsPresent ARMS. The command sergeant major, Color
Guards and the organizational color salute. He/she commandsOrder, ARMS, and
then commands, POST. On the command of execution POST, the Color guards
place the folded canvas casesinside the cartridge belts (center rear) of the Color
bearers. The Color guardsassumether original postions, adjust their dings, and
return toright shoulder arms. If the command sergeant major or his’her
representativeis not present, the senior Color sergeant givesthe necessary
commands.

To casethe Colors, the procedures are basically the same except Present ARM S
isgiven beforethe Colorsare lowered.

When casing or uncasing the Colorswith the command present, the commander
directsUNCASE (CASE) THE COLORS. The command sergeant major and Color
Guar ds execute the movement (previously stated) except that they execute present
armsand order armswith the Color company. When the Colors are uncased and
returned to the carry postion, the commander directs BRING YOUR UNITSTO
PRESENT ARMS. After the units have executed this directive, he/she then directs
BRING YOUR UNITSTO ORDER ARMS.

If the Colorsareto becased or uncased during therecelving or dismissing by the
Color company, the Color guards execute present armsand order armson the
command of the company commander .

The command sergeant major uncases the organizational color when it is

displayed by itself. Hemay also assist the Color guar dswhen uncasing morethan
two colors.
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CHAPTER 5

SABER/SWORD MANUAL

The sword (saber) issued to JROTC unitsisdifferent in size, type and
nomenclaturefor thevariousparts. Thissection will refer to the differencesin the
actual movements and positions of the sword and the commands used to execute the
movements. Air Force unitsdo not utilize the sword.

DRAW SWORD

The command to Draw SWORD isthesamein all services. The movement takes
the sword from the scabbard and placesit in the position of Carry SWORD. Carry
Sword isthe same position in all services. The method of bringing the sword from
the scabbard to Carry isdifferent. The preparatory commands (Draw) and the
subsequent action isthe samein all services, on the command of execution
(SWORD), the movements differ in the following manner:

Navy and Marine Corps— Asthe sword isdrawn from the scabbard, theright arm
israised toitsfull length directly in front of the cadet at an angle of 45 degrees with
the sword in a straight line with the arm, the sharp edge down; at the sametime, the
left hand islowered to thesde. Thereisa pausefor onecount. Theright hand is
then lowered toward theright sde while at the same time bringing the point of the
sword blade toward theright shoulder which placesthe sword in the position of
Carry Sword.

Army - On the command of execution the sword isdrawn from the scabbard and
brought directly to the position of Carry Sword.

PRESENT SWORD

The position of Present Sword isthesamein all services. The movementsfrom
Carry Sword or Order Sword to Present Sword are different, as described below:

Navy and Marine Corps - On the preparatory command of Present, theright hand
israised to the level of and six inchesin front of the neck. Thethumb ison the left
sde of the sword grip, wrist straight and elbows against the body. The blade should
tilt forward at 30 degrees. On the command of execution, SWORD, (ARMYS), the




point of the sword is brought down smartly to a position three inches above the
ground and dightly right of theright foot. Thearm isstraightened so that the
guard isagaing thetrouser seam. Thebladeisinclined down and to the front with
the sharp edgeto theleft. Thethumb remainson theleft side of thegrip. Figure 12
illustratesthe position of Carry, figure 13 the movement on the preparatory
command, Present, and figure 14 illustrates the final position of PRESENT.

Figure 12 Figure 13 Figure 14

Army - On the preparatory command of Present, the sword is brought to a position
(at therate of two counts) approximately four inches from the nose so that thetip of
the sword is six inchesfrom the vertical. At the command of execution (ARMYS), the
right hand islowered (at therate of two counts) with the flat of the blade upward,

the thumb extended on the left sde of the grip and thetip of the sword about six
inches from the marching surface. Figure 15illustratesthe position of CARRY,
figure 16 illustrates the movement on the preparatory command, and figure 17
illustratesthefinal position of PRESENT.
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Figure 15 Figure 16 Figure 17

RETURN SWORD

The movementsto return the sword to the scabbard are smilar, but dightly
different in the various services. The command isthe samein all services, but is
only executed from Carry SWORD in the Army, and from Carry or Order SWORD
in the Navy and Marine Corps. Thedifferencesare asfollows:

Navy and Marine Corps—From Order SWORD, or Carry SWORD, the movement
is begun on the preparatory command. On the Command, Return, theright hand is
raised to a postion 6 inchesin front of the neck. At the sametime, the scabbard is
gripped with theleft hand just above the upper ring mounting, tilted forward and
turned clockwise 180 degrees. Thetilt of the scabbard should form a 45-degree
anglewith thedeck. Then lower the sword point to a position just abovethe
opening of the scabbard. The cadet looks down at the opening and guides the point
into the opening until theright forearm isparalld to thedeck. Then thehead is
raised back to the position of attention and the left hand holds the scabbard against
thesde. On the command of execution, SWORD, the sword is pushed down
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smartly and the grip released so that the sword dides all the way into the scabbard.
In the same motion, theright hand isbrought back to theright side, and the
scabbard isturned 180 degrees and released.
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Figure 18 Figure 19 Figure 20

Figures 18 and 19 illustrate the position of the sword at the preparatory
command, Return. Figure 20isthefinal position after the command, SWORD.

Army —From Carry SWORD only, the movement is begun on the preparatory
command, Return. The sword isbrought to avertical position. Theforearm (wrist)
isheld parallel to the marching surface about three inches from the body; the guard
ispointed to theleft. At the command of execution, SWORD, three actions take
place smultaneoudy; the sword is pivoted downward toward the guard, at the same
timethe scabbard is grasped with the left hand just above the upper brassring
mounting. The scabbard istilted forward and turned 180 degrees. The scabbard
should form a 45 degree angle with the ground, and the cadet turns his head to the
left and looks down to obser ve the mouthpiece of the scabbard (the shoulders
remain squared to thefront and level). Assmoothly and quickly as possible, the
sword isinserted into the scabbard and stopped so that about 12 inches of the blade
isshowing; theright forearm (wrist) is horizontal to the marching surface and three
inchesfrom the body. On the command of execution CUT, of the command Ready,
CUT, thesword isthrust smartly into the scabbard, the scabbard isrotated so that
itstip isforward, and the cadet comes to attention.

25



Figure 21 Figure 22 Figure 23

Figure 21 illustrates the movement of the sword on the preparatory command,
Return. Figure 22illustratesthe position of the sword at the command of execution
CUT, of thecommand Ready, CUT. Figure 23illustratesthe cadet at the position of
Attention after the sword return.
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